China reports coronavirus 
killed 103 in a single day 


Total deaths climb past 1,000; health experts 
unveil new formal name, COVID-19. In News 
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Steven Moran runs the steel-encased 
High Technology Analysis Unit. 
KEVIN JOHNSON/USA TODAY 


An iPhone 
code war 
rages in 
NYC vault 


Investigators hack away 
in $10 million cyberlab 


Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


NEW YORK -Inside a steel-encased 
vault in lower Manhattan, investiga- 
tors bombard an Apple iPhone 7 witha 
jumble of numerical codes generated 
by nearby computers. 

The grinding exercise has con- 
tinued for the past 21 months with a 
singular aim: Crack the phone’s pass- 
code, so police can extract potential 
evidence in an aging attempted mur- 
der investigation. 

Despite the formidable resources 
of a $10 million cyberlab operated by 
the Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Office - including costly assistance 
provided by private sleuths - the 
phone has won. 

Last month, Attorney General Wil- 
liam Barr revived the titanic struggle 
between law enforcement and Big 
Tech when he disclosed that the FBI 
couldn’t unlock two iPhones used by a 
Saudi officer who opened fire at a Navy 
base in Florida in December. 

The breadth of the ground war 
waged against encrypted phones, tab- 
lets and other devices seized in crimi- 
nal inquiries is perhaps best appreci- 


See VAULT, Page 4A 
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Some movies don’t even have release dates yet, 
but we won't let that stop us. In Life 


Oscars 2021 buzz already? 
It’s never too early to start 


ELECTION 2020 NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY 


Ex-Astros 
player 
‘remorseful’ 
for scandal 


Now with the Twins, 
Marwin Gonzalez starts 
camp with an apology for 
stealing signs during 
2017 Series. In Sports 


Democrats struggle 
=- to fire up their voters 


Crowd size matters as party feels weight of Trump rallies 


Voters cast their ballots Tuesday in Concord, N.H. JOSEPH PREZIOSO/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


John Fritze and Courtney Subramanian 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - As the Democratic presi- 
dential candidates begin a sprint to determine 
who will take on President Donald Trump this 
fall, party insiders are wrestling with another 
consequential uncertainty: whether voters are 
already tuning out. 

Lower-than-expected participation in the 
Feb. 3 Iowa caucuses and massive audiences 
at Trump’s rallies that have eclipsed those of 
his rivals — including one on the eve of the New 
Hampshire primary — have undermined an 
early narrative that Democrats are so ener- 
gized after losing in 2016 that they’re ready to 
show up in droves in 2020. 

As the nation parses the results of the New 
Hampshire primary Tuesday for signs of who 
might emerge from the crowded field to be the 
Democratic nominee, party leaders will also 
scrutinize turnout figures to assess whether 


they're facing the same enthusiasm head- 
winds that worked against Hillary Clinton four 
years ago. 

“Democrats can’t just take it for granted 
that we'll have an enthusiasm advantage in 
November,” said Josh Schwerin of Priorities 
USA Action, a political action committee that 
supports Democratic candidates. “Just having 
Trump on the ballot isn’t enough.” 

Democrats are increasingly worried about 
Trump’s advantages, from the strong economy 
to the volatility in their own field. Two-thirds 
of voters expect Trump to be reelected in No- 
vember even as most Americans believe he 
doesn’t deserve a second term, according to a 
Monmouth University Poll released Tuesday. 
Just 11% of Democrats said their party’s nomi- 
nee will “definitely beat” Trump, while 38% of 
Democrats said it’s more likely than not that 
Trump will win a second term. 


See ENTHUSIASM, Page 4A 


Next contests 


I Feb. 22: Nevada 
Democratic caucus 


I Feb. 29: South Carolina 
Democratic primary 


I March 3, Super Tues- 
day: Alabama, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, 
Maine, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, North Caroli- 
na, Oklahoma, Tennes- 
see, Texas, Utah, Ver- 
mont and Virginia prima- 
ries; American Samoa 
Democratic caucuses 


Paper ballots 


The Nevada State 
Democratic Party will use 
scannable paper ballots 
for its Feb. 22 caucus. 


A memo confirms early 
voters will fill out paper 
ballots that will later 

be sent to party-run 
“processing hubs” for 
scanning and storage. 


Organizers of Nevada’s 
contest last week ditched 
the smartphone app 
widely blamed for lowa’s 
results-reporting fiasco. 


— James DeHaven, 
Reno Gazette Journal 


One-stop guide 
to Election 2020 


I New Hampshire 
primary: For results, 
photos, videos and real- 
time campaign analysis, 
visit usatoday.com. 


I Learn more about 
where candidates stand: 
Visit 2020issues 
-usatoday.com. 


I Voter guide: Don’t have 
a lot of time? Find FAQs 
on the key issues and 
more. Visit voterguide 
.usatoday.com. 
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USA TODAY Snapshots 


SOURCE Gallup 
AMY BARNETTE, DAVID ANESTA/USA TODAY 


LGBTQ RIGHTS 


Progress toward 
equality uneven 


Over decade, major strides 
are countered by setbacks 


USA TODAY 


A new report on the status of LGBTQ 
rights over the past decade shows significant 
leaps forward as well as stymied progression 
toward equality in half the country. 

The Movement Advancement Project re- 
port, out Tuesday, tracks nearly 40 LGBTQ- 
related policies and laws in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and the five U.S. territo- 
ries. It touts strides such as the 2015 Supreme 
Court ruling on same-sex marriage and notes 
that from 2010 to 2020, the number of states 
that have banned health care discrimination 
against LGBTQ people more than doubled. In 
the same period, however, backlash was seen 
in the form of religious exemption laws and 
bills targeting transgender people’s rights. 


Full story on 3A 


Prosecutors drop out 
of Roger Stone case 


USA TODAY 


Roger Stone, a former 
campaign adviser 

for President Donald 
Trump, is scheduled 


Uproar comes after feds 
backtrack on stiff sentence 


Kristine Phillips and Kevin Johnson 


WASHINGTON - The Justice Department 
backed away from a stiff prison sentence rec- 
ommended for Roger Stone, alongtime ally of 
President Donald Trump - an unusual move 
that comes after Trump’s public criticism of 
the recommendation and overrules the de- 
partment’s career prosecutors. 

The backtracking was met with swift 
backlash Tuesday. In a matter of hours, four 
attorneys who worked on Stone’s case and 
prepared the sentencing recommendation 
abruptly quit the prosecution team. Demo- 
crats called for an investigation, accusing the 
Justice Department of political meddling ina 


to be sentenced to criminal prosecution. 
prison on Feb. 20. 
JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP See STONE, Page 6A 


